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Hearing Loss Association of America

Albany Chapter

JOIN US AT THE COLONIE LIBRARY!
Tuesday, September 24, 2019, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m.
Colonie Library, 629 Albany Shaker Road,

Loudonville, New York
Are you or someone you care about facing challenges in dealing with hearing loss? Are
you experiencing feelings of frustration over missed conversations or
misunderstandings? This informal discussion, facilitated by Audiologist Dr. Donna
Wayner, the organization’s founder and professional advisor, will cover a variety of tools
including:

hearing aids

cochlear implants

communication strategies for the home and workplace
assistive listening devices

sign language

speech reading

ADA issues

Interested in Sign Language?
Beginner Level Sign Language Class
Classes start 9/24/19 at South Colonie High School.
Tuesday nights from 7:00-8:30pm for 8 weeks (Tues 9/24/19- 11/19/19, no class Election Day 11/5)
New and returning students are welcome. We will be covering different themes each week.
Cost- $46 payable to South Colonie Central School District (check or money order), plus $5 materials fee
payable to instructor at first class (cash or check)
New!- you may now register on-line at southcolonieschools.org (click on Continuing Education tab) or mail
checks to: Coordinator of Continuing Education South Colonie District Office 102 Loralee Drive Albany,
New York 12205. For registration info- www.southcolonieschools.org or call 869-3576 x2443 (M-F 9-12 and
1-3) or email sccontinuinged@gmail.com

Conversational Sign Language Class

Wednesday nights 9/25/19-11/13/19 (8 weeks) 7:00-8:30pm at Lisha's Kill Reformed Church 2131 Central
Ave, Schenectady, NY 12304 (on the Albany-Schenectady border, across from Lia Chrysler Dodge Jeep
Ram) *Please use the back entrance. It will be a relaxed, fun way to practice signing with others and to
build on your conversational vocabulary. Cost- $55 (cash or check) payable to Kim Dergosits, 2618 Fourth
Ave, Schenectady, NY 12303. To register or for questions- kdergosits@nycap.rr.com

MAKE HEARING LOSS AN ISSUE OF NATIONAL CONCERN
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Communications 4ccess Realtime Translation

Realtime speech-to-text translations — the spoken word scrolling
onto a screen, laptop, or tablet -
from speech to text!
For more information contact:
Renee D. Leguire, Certified Realtime Reporter
courtreporters@nycap.rr.com or thesteno@ gmail.com
(518) 371-4143 or (800) 787-3376

Serving infants, toddlers, children, adults,
and the elderly.

Testing/Evaluation ¢ Diagnosis ¢ Treatment
Rehabilitation ¢« Hearing Aids

Kelly Erin Cavanaugh, Au.D.
Kevin Mangan, M.S.
Debra E. Trees, Au.D.

St Peter’s Hospital

Hearing & Speech

1240 New Scotland Road
Slingerlands, NY 12159

(518) 475-1818
ST PETER'S HEALTH PARTNERS

We accept Medicare, Medicaid, and most insurance.
sphp.com

Erin Walborn Au.D
Doctor of Audiology

Karen Dejoy Au.D
Doctor of Audiology

Stefan Fosco Au.D
ctor of Audiology

Main Office
2 Empire Drive, Ste 204
Rensselaer, NY 12144

Hudson
351 Fairview Avenue, Ste 350
Hudson, NY 12534

A N
Ayodlologlc

huti
Phone: 518.283.6111 et e

www.audiologncsolutlons.net

Fax: 518.283.6161

Comprehensive Care For Speech,
Language and Hearing Disorders

Dr. Laura Brodsky

Dr. Lilith Brodsky
Board Certified Doctors of Audiology
e Comprehensive Hearing Healthcare
e Advanced Teclhmology Hearing Instruments
THE AUDIOLOGY CENTER

783-3110, EX. 3004
ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR INSURANCES
Delmar Health Center Capital Region Health Park
250 Delaware Avenue 711 Troy-Sch’dy Road
Delmar Latham (just off N’way Ex 6)

> HearUSA

America’s Most Trusted Name in Hearing Care.

Victoria L. Harris, Au.D.

N, + {
Doctor of Audiology

2200 Burdett Ave,, Suite 105, Troy, NY 12180

Phone: 518.272.7323 | Fax:518.272.7243

hearusa.com

HELP THE EDITOR!!!!

Would you like to proofread the newsletter once a
month? Send me a note: mkohome@gmail.com

Have something to say? Tell me! Send me an
article! A book review! An essay!
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We have moved to:
123 Everett Road
Albany NY 12205

518.701.2000

www.albanyentandallergy.com

ENT & Allergy Care
for Adults & Children

Gavin Setzen MD
Lawrence S. Kaufman MD
Siobhan Kuhar MD
Nora Perkins MD
John Gavin MD
Robert T. Adelson MD
Michael Dailey MD
Robert Engle MD
Jessica Riccio MD
Robert Hughes MD

Pediatnic ENT

Nasal & Sinus Disorders Center
Allergy Testing & Treatment
Facial Plastic Surgery

Snoring & Sleep Disorders
Voice, Speech & Swallowing
Hearing Loss, Tinmitus & Balance
Cochlear Implants

Head & Neck Surgery

Skull Base Surgery

Thyroid & Parathyroid Surgery
CT Scan Imaging Services

G Q Capital Region Otolaryngology
\/\ ) Head and Neck Group, LLP

Adult & Pediatric
Ear, Nose, & Throat Special-
ists
518-482-9111

www.capitaloto.com
6 Executive Park Dr., Albany
2001 5th Ave., Troy
963 Route 146, Clifton Park
Michael DeVito MD
John Kopp MD
John Cevera MD
Michelle Yoon MD
Lyon Greenberg MD
Mark Levenson MD
Jenifer Sulkow RPA-C
Julie Hanson AuD
Lauren Marino AuD
Kelly Cavanaugh AuD
Maria Valli AuD
Debra Trees AuD
Susan Rest MEd
Marsh McGlynn MA

Madisong,
Saratoga

earing
enter

414 Maple Avenue, Suite 800
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

14 Columbia Circle Drive, Suite 202

Albany, NY 12203
518-690-2060

81 Miller Road, Suite 700
Castleton, NY 12033
518-689-0792

518-584-0578

- Doctors of Audiology

- 3 Convenient Locations

- Digital Hearing Aid Technology
- Premier Lyric Provider

- Experienced & Caring Staff

- Most insurances accepted

www.albanyhearclear.com Hear the difference.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

* Tuesday September 24th 5:30 pm at the Colonie Library Communications &

Hearing Loss

* Tuesday October 15th Business Meeting at 5:30 pm Executive Park, IN
THE REAR BEHIND Entrance C, Stuyvesant Plaza
* November - Date TBD Stress Management

* December 14th:

Holiday Party!
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TECH CORNER

Live Transcribe by Don Porter

In May | read a Blog post by Katherine Bouton (a respected expert on Hearing
Loss, who spoke to our Albany HLAA Chapter in June 2017). She is enthusiastic
about Google’s Live Transcribe (LT), “a voice to text app that is potentially game-
changing for those of us with severe hearing loss”. The LT app is available for
Android smartphones, not for iPhones (the Android operating system is a Google
product also). Ever since | heard about it in February, | had felt unable to take
advantage of LT, as | am a confirmed iPhone user. However, Katherine is also an
iPhone user, and yet she discovered that she could purchase a basic Android
smartphone without any cellphone subscription for a modest $60. She was very
convincing that it was worth the price and the trouble; there is no monthly
subscription fee for the smartphone, and the LT app is free. So, | followed her
example: | found an ASUS Zenfone online for $54. | have used Live Transcribe,
downloaded from the Google Android Play Store, on the Zenfone extensively
since May. | find the results are often extremely helpful, in situations ranging from
small groups up to lecture presentations.

Live Transcribe is an artificial-intelligence-based technology that

uses machine learning to improve speech to text conversion. A team led

by Dimitri Kanevsky, a deaf Google researcher, collaborated with deaf students
and faculty at Gaulladet University to develop the new real-time voice-to-text
transcription technology. As with any technology, there are limits to its usefulness.
Under good conditions — with a group of 6 or 8 people around a conference table
with no background noise — it can provide correct captions almost all the time.
When there is noise, or accented speech, or when the speaker is far away, of
course the accuracy suffers. | find that | often benefit some from the captions
even when they misinterpret some words. I've tried to use LT in some situations
(a performance of a rap musical at Park Playhouse) where it was no help at all: it
judges rap speech as “vocal music” and just gives up. But | also have had great
success using it at a lecture series. Best of all, in a meeting, LT helped me
understand the speech of a rapid-speaking person with a high-pitched voice that
| have never been able to understand before. It is necessary for the Android
smartphone to have a wifi internet connection in order for LT to operate. When
there is no wifi available, | can use the Personal HotSpot connection from my
iPhone.

There are other speech-to-text apps available as well. | use AVA regularly in
my church, where the sound system is connected via internet to a cloud-based
transcription engine. It is very successful in that situation. A podium microphone
receives a much clearer speech signal from inches away than a smartphone
microphone 20 or 30 feet away from the speaker. In fact, that is also the
advantage that makes induction hearing loops so effective. Other caption apps
with license fees include Dragon Anywhere ($15, for Android and iPhones) and
MyEar ($10, for iPhones). | tried MyEar and found that it was no match for Live
Transcribe; with my iPhone (MyEar) and my Zenfone (LT) side by side, | tried to
caption a Ted Talk: LT got almost everything, MyEar got almost nothing. Live
Transcribe can handle over 70 different languages.

HEAR NEWS is a monthly
newsletter of Hearing Loss
Association of America Albany
Chapter (HLAA) We are a
not-for-profit self-help group for
individuals that are deaf, have
hearing loss and/or impair-
ments. Any mention of opinions,
services or products does not
mean endorsement, nor does
lack of mention mean lack of
endorsement.

Address all correspondence to:
HEAR News,
c/o HLAA P.O. Box 9445
Schenectady, NY 12309
or
Email us at
HEARHLAA@yahoo.com

(518) 488-8268

Website: https:// hearinglossalba-
ny.wordpress. com

PLANNING COMMITTEE:
Laura Cooper

Philip Coppola

Theresa Cuttone

Sue Davis

Joanne Knauer

Margie Litwin

Janet Mattox

Pat Mirza

Michelle Othon

Mary Kate Owens, Editor
Don Porter

Ellen Rupert

Debbie Trees, Au.D
Donna Wayner, Ph.D and
Professional Advisor

e Nancy Williams

We welcome your input! Please
send articles, inquiries and
letters to the editor to the
addresses listed above.

Please become a member of
HLAA Albany Chapter, or at
least give us a try — see the form
on the last page.

Go NATIONAL! Join the
Hearing Loss Association of
America HLAA

7910 Woodmont Avenue

Suite 1200

Bethesda, MD 20814
301-657-2248 (voice)

email: inquiry@hearingloss.org
website: www.hearingloss.org
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https://www.hearingtracker.com/news/how-machine-learning-will-revolutionize-hearing-aids
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/champions/stem-equality-for-americans-with-disabilities/dimitri-kanevsky

It was a Picnic to Remember~

A group of more than 60 picnickers of all ages converged on the South
Pavilion at The Crossings Park in Colonie on August 3rd to enjoy one
another's company and wonderful picnic fare, including delicious hotdogs
grilled by Don Porter. Thanks, HLAA and Hands and Voices and to all

,,,,,,

involved who made it happen, for a
delightful summer afternoon!! Thunder
made for interesting background noise,
but the rain held off till all were safely
on their way.
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IN MEMORIAM SY BLUM

Obituary from the Times Union (August 24, 2019) abridged:

POMPANO BEACH, Fla. — Seymour Blum died peacefully at home in Pompano Beach on August 9,2019. He was one week short of his 102nd
birthday. He is survived by his beloved wife of 47 years, Bernice (Fader) Blum; his two daughters, and three stepsons, grandchildren, and step-
grandchildren.

Despite his lifelong severe hearing deficit, he lived a happy, healthy and highly productive life. For many years, Mr. Blum was an active member
of hearing-impaired groups in both Albany and Deerfield Beach, Fla. Retired from Clarity Publishing in Albany in 1987, he wrote a monthly
column for more than 25 years for the Deerfield Beach Century Village Reporter where he was an associate editor. An avid swimmer for most of
his life, Mr. Blum also enjoyed watching professional hockey and baseball and discussing current events. Funeral services will be private. In lieu
of flowers, remembrances may be sent to the Hearing Loss Association of America - Albany Chapter, P.O. Box 9445, Schenectady, NY,
12309-0445; email hearhlaa@yahoo.com To leave a condolence message for the family, please visit levinememorialchapel.com

* To read the full obituary, please visit: https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/timesunion-albany/obituary.aspx n=seymour-blum&pid=193721525

Seymour (Sy) Blum was a 'one-of-a-kind' gentleman. He was a loyal and long time member of first Hearing
Endeavor for the Albany Region (HEAR) and then Hearing Loss Association of America-Albany Chapter (HLAA) for
the past 30 years. Over the years he wrote numerous articles and editorials on a regular basis for our HEAR NEWS
in which he shared his experiences living with a hearing impairment. Sy was a people person who liked to talk even
though he was challenged by his hearing loss. He was admired for his indomitable spirit, kindness and vigor, his
boldness. He liked a good laugh and never failed to express his pain and disappointment regarding the travails of
hearing loss.

In 2001, Sy was one of the participants in a project that resulted in the publication of a book entitled:
"Voices From A Quieter Land: Insights into the Impact of Hearing Impairment” assembled by Donna Wayner and Ellen
Rupert. A short segment of his writing that was included in the book about his 'Glory Story in Spite of his difficulty
hearing' that was written in response to the question "What achievements are you most proud of in your life?" follows:

Being able to retire comfortably after a long and pleasurable working career. | am also proud of the
fact that | made (the) right choices regarding my career. | seldom backed off from a challenge because of my
impairment. | was a part-time reporter, shop steward for my union, here and in New York City, and am now a
regular columnist and member of the editorial board for the #1 condominium newsletter in Florida. | keep
physically active and swim mile every chance I get.

A long time hearing aid user and an early cochlear implant recipient, he worked diligently to connect
and communicate. He set an example for others with hearing loss to emulate. Sy and Bernice came regularly to
meetings, lectures, parties and picnics with our group. They were a handsome pair who complemented each other
perfectly.

Our thanks to Sy for all he shared. He will be dearly missed.
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INFORMATION YOU CAN USE
(Note: See www.hearinglossalbany.wordpress.com for more details)

Hearing Loss Association of America — www.hearingloss.org

Hands and Voices — handsandvoi r

Hearing Like Me — www.hearinglikeme.com

Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center — www.gallaudet.edu

National Deaf Center on Postsecondary Outcomes — nationaldeafcenter.org
Albany Law School Civil Rights & Disabilities Law Clinic — www.albanylaw.edu
Office of the NYS Attorney General, Civil Rights Division — www.ag.ny.gov
Young Adults - hearingl r ntent ng-adults-and-hearing-1
American Tinnitus Association — www.ata.org

Career & College Adv1ce for Deaf & Hard of Hearlng Students —

Lion’s Hearing Devices Loan-Out Centers — try out devices before you buy them!

Madison Hearing Center, 14 Columbia Circle Drive, Suite 202, Albany, NY 12203 (518) 690-2060
Madison & Saratoga Hearing Ctr, 414 Maple Ave, Suite 800, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 (518) 584-0578
Madison & Saratoga Hearing Ctr, 81 Miller Road, Suite 700, Castleton, NY 12033 (518) 689-0792
Resource Center for Independent Living, 347 W. Main St., Amsterdam, NY 12010 (518) 842-3561

Center for Better Hearing, 318 Ridge Street, Glens Falls, NY 12801 (518) 798-4800

Resource Center for Independent Living, 401 East German St., Herkimer, NY 13350 (315) 866-7245
HearUSA, 2200 Burdett Avenue, Troy, NY 12180 (518) 272-7323

Patronize These Accessible Venues!
And...if you know of other venues, please share them with us!

« AMC Loews (amctheatres.com) — Rotterdam — Captioning

» Bowtie Cinemas (bowtiecinemas.com) —Schenectady, Saratoga, Wilton —“cup holder”
Captioning

« Regal Cinemas (regmovies.com) —Clifton Park, Crossgates, Colonie Center, East

Greenbush, Wilton Mall and Aviation Mail — Captioned Glasses

Capital Repertory Theatre (capitalrep.org) — Loop

Delmar Reformed Church (drchurch.org) — Loop

Unitarian Universalist Society of Schenectady (uuschenectady.org) — Loop

St. Mary’s Crescent Catholic Church Clifton Park (www.stmaryscrescent.com) — FM

System

 Our Lady, Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Princetown Road, Schenectady, NY
(www.olgprotterdam.org) — Loop

« Christ Our Light Catholic Church, (christourlightchurch.org) Loudonville, NY — FM

System

First Presbyterian Church (firstpresalbany.org) 362 State Street, Albany

Barrington Stage (Barringtonstage.org) 1st six rows of Main Stage are looped

Spectrum 8 (landmarktheatres.com) — Infrared and CCR-100 Captioning

Loudonville Community Church (www.lcc.org) - FM Receivers

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, (www.gslcl.org) 510 Albany Shaker Road,

Loudonville, NY 12211

Page 7


http://amctheatres.com
http://bowtiecinemas.com
http://regmovies.com
http://capitalrep.org
http://drchurch.org
http://uuschenectady.org
http://www.stmaryscrescent.com
http://www.olqprotterdam.org
http://christourlightchurch.org
http://firstpresalbany.org
http://landmarktheatres.com
http://www.lcc.org
http://www.gslcl.org
http://www.hearinglossalbanywordpress.com
http://www.hearingloss.org
http://www.handsandvoices.org
http://www.hearinglikeme.com
http://www.gallaudet.edu
http://nationaldeafcenter.org
http://www.albanylaw.edu
http://www.ag.ny.gov
http://www.hearingloss.org/content/young-adults-and-hearing-loss
http://www.ata.org
http://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/deaf-student-college-career-advice
http://www.hearinglossalbanywordpress.com
http://www.hearingloss.org
http://www.handsandvoices.org
http://www.hearinglikeme.com
http://www.gallaudet.edu
http://nationaldeafcenter.org
http://www.albanylaw.edu
http://www.ag.ny.gov
http://www.hearingloss.org/content/young-adults-and-hearing-loss
http://www.ata.org
http://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/deaf-student-college-career-advice
http://amctheatres.com
http://bowtiecinemas.com
http://regmovies.com
http://capitalrep.org
http://drchurch.org
http://uuschenectady.org
http://www.stmaryscrescent.com
http://www.olqprotterdam.org
http://christourlightchurch.org
http://firstpresalbany.org
http://landmarktheatres.com
http://www.lcc.org
http://www.gslcl.org

January 1 of each year.
Registration" on the form below.

in each newsletter issue.

Name

Street

Hearing Loss Association of Albany Membership Registration
e Hearing Loss Association of Albany operates on a calendar year basis, and chapter registration fees are due on

Hearing Loss Association of Albany Membership Registration Form

City State

Phone Email

Annual Chapter Fee (Calendar Year Basis):

Please indicate your choice:
Trial Registration

_ Single: $15 _ Contribution:
___Patron: $50 (tax deductible)

__ Family: $20 ___ Professional Associate:
_ Supporting: $35 $100 or $175

___ Check here for tax receipt

Total Amount Enclosed: $
Make check payable to
HILAA Albany Chapter
and mail to:

HLAA Albany Chapter
PO Box 9445
Schenectady, NY 12309

e  We thank you for supporting Hearing Loss Association of Albany, and we hope you will be able to participate.
sfesfesfe sk sk st kot kot sl ok stolokostolostololoioloioloiololokolokoloioioioioioioiok ook

e Persons who would like to ‘try us out’ can opt to receive a trial newsletter for three months by checking “Trial

e Registration fees collected are used for operating expenses, including this newsletter, and Professional Associates are cited

HEARING ENDEAVOR FOR THE ALBANY REGION |

Hearing Loss Association of America
Albany Chapter
PO Box 9445 Schenectady NY 12309-0445
Information Line: (518) 488-8268
Email: hearhlaa@yahoo.com
and our website is:
https://hearinglossalbany.wordpress.com

We’re on
Facebook
LIKE Us!

We’re on
Twitter!

Follow us at

@HLAA_AlbanyNY

September

2019

Page 8



mailto:hearhlaa@yahoo.com
mailto:hearhlaa@yahoo.com

	HELP THE EDITOR!!!!

